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AS SPRING COMES.PEACE AND THE TALK OF PEACE
Conditions Upon
Which Germany
and Her Foes
Might Come
to Terms.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of " I he t-arrnt \*» at

¦*__)_ t-M ) * ' March the timo ap-l
¦bbcI be possible for th«

mmaks "¦' *. ^P11 their cam«

carpís. A ' ea~ 8P *hf fir-

Msrch latv th«» first T rcnoh offensive in

i'bsir.panT.»*. and th»» second ¦week that

_rw. | *Tort at Neuve (.ha pelle,
f th« long: »cries of British

failure*-
jijaj m hen, i» a moment for tak«

as bases I i stock. ïf peace »* l° he

.ajii it all th« tarrfl ¦ struggle of a

.-._¦? to be avoided, a fccpiniiiii'-
h «»>»ah delay. Onro thr

impair'' ha***« l>«en started the chance

:or ,_tt!er>r.cotiation will he ad-

-.bit« 'ii has been had on
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.-¦ the approach «if another

«.inter. _ still unbroken,
. s of turope to the very
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tt m» on wh'-'h thr

lie peace? What an

-any still victoi
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In the pre_enl article T «hall endesv.*-
errns <-.'i which Gorman«.

-i.!«', mata pe* " the prob-
ice the A ,. gen

briefly indi«
i that mai»e it seem un¬

ie cp.li have peace without
of tcrrif e and a sacrifice
creator than anything that ha^ ye»

teen known in this, the most ce . |y ..f

»ars in life as in treasure.

Germany'» Term»

In recent weeks there have beet
;n mar.y in utral capitals, ard par

ucjlarly m Washington, statementi of the

terms on which Germany and her allie*

make peace that c- ted at

pretty fair indica*ions of th' preseif view
in Berlin. Particularly can tho f state«
ment» coming from Washington Im -

"ned Informed and authoritative, ljecaur«e
. exception they tome from Count

¦¦on Berns-t^rf?, the German Ambassador,
»hose declaration«! certainly do not mif-

'»presert the» attitude of hi? government.
Thus there ha\e been printed from

Wssa-ingtiSJl several time? clear (summaries
atmm main conditions which Germany ac-

»pts ea the basis for peace negotiations.
These differ but little and may be eon-

-enaed as fellows:

Germany Í9 prepared to evacuate France
md Belgiom, to recognize the situation
__bb. «.dated in Western Europe before the
*ir a» «.:*!«¦ factory to her. She no longer
C-mands .t/iemnity from Prance or from

Heltgi.jr», r Tiioney or colonies. In the same

'¦»'ay ihe is prepared to lay a«ide her an«

mm! O for a »guarantee of the
'freedoT f the seas" and to recognize as

'ill Rr.'. h COnqoeet of her African colo-j
'íesand her Pacific possession«. *«a\o only
«-__ respect to one African colony, pre-1
urnshly German rlast Africa.

Demand» SNS Russi»

As . (,ermany ,4__nands that
.. all her Polish districts,

'.^v t« ed With Austrian Polish
.*nds In Gs ;» erected into a state

aSting an prince and becoming
.!>'-8 a Gtoman protectorate. Russia ill
¦Witi' . to et le the province of

Gft-isnd, with ¡ti valuable Baltic ports
¦¦« ''- '. German population.

:^re i r,f Ruasia tiit- ces-

»0 square miles and above
i-'ii ;m arr

*culd create a buffer rtate on Germa
,JP*n easten. frontier and abolish the Rus-
4_i peni. Piactically all the te___tory
iked for ,v ,]llTV oecnpied by German

'o* Austria (,. « whole of
Kontenaaaa ____ most 0f the old Kingdoa

' ^rhia; Muteiior.La and certain eastern

:»TBents are to fall to Bulgaria. 1 or
«itria then also naked the north

¡a; the southern half b to gol
'Greece, with a mane] oi Macedonia;
' ¦ includes Monastir. Presumably

*.»»*«»_**** win -p. a ;, (j |n If.__ri, to cede!
¦Hi aiid th« Drama district to Bui-1
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Minor.

o-aria. Austro-Germán hegemony ig to be
recognized in the- Balkans an«-! German

mic supremacy in the Turkish En«
v hich ig y>t to he diminished on any

frontier.
Finally, there i<- mason to suppose, al-

h thil l«a; nol been said in at«y Wash¬
ington forecast, that Austria would cede
to Italy the Trontino and a few mi
land along th« Isonzo, not including Gori-
zia. Trieste, of course, would remain Aus¬
tria I.

The Allied View

Based on the present status of fhe war

and on the German new of the probable
futur« progress of the war, this is not an

unreasonable peace proposal It leave.-;
France and Belgium without territorial
loss and it leaves Great Britain enhanced
I y the addition of several German colonies
Thrr'» t even the suggestion, made
earlier, Eat France or Belgium should
cede African colonie« m return for Ger¬
man withdrawal.
What now are the Allied t*»rms° These

have never been put forth with any degree
of accuracy or authority, and it is doubt¬
ful if there in as yet any general plan on

the Allied .side for peace demands. Cer¬
tain details are. however, quite clear. It
U necessary to assume at once that the
Allies will Insist upon the evacuation of all
lands now occupied by derman soldiers,
whether French. Belgian, Russian or Ser-
bian. T<> Mich an agreement the Allies
stand pledged by their mutual agreement
to make no separate peace.

Some Reasonable Presumptions.
In addition the British have long ago

announced, and their Allies have concurred
i: the announcement, that the evacuation

¡:. leium must be followed by the pay«
by tlir» Germans of an indemnity

equal tu the COSl of repairing the ravaged
district! and repaying the war levies.

Franc« lias get forth with absolute clarity
her decision to tight until she has regained
Al.-ai-e-Lorraine. and to this purpose the

British me equally hound. For France.

too, there i- to be an indemnity for dam-

gge done in the occupied districts, if the

Allies win the war.

Turning eastward, u may be assumed as

certain that Russia will innst upon ob¬

taining Galicia and Bukovina from Aus¬

tria, thu. carrying her frontier t/> the Car¬

pathian:. F is probable that if Germany
were conquered Russia would d»mand tin

portion of Prussia ea«»*. of the Vistula a

the Polish districts in Silesia and Po«f
but this is hardly a price that would
fixed now. As to the Ralkan«, Russia «roa

demand for her Serbian ally the restor

tion of all the territory taken recentl
and in addition the Austrian di.-tricts
Bosnia and Herzegovina, with a portion
Dalmatia and the northern half of A

bania.
Italy, on her side, would demand tl

Trentino, including Botr.cn, the Uonxo di
triet, with Gorizia and Tolmino, Tries!
Istria and most of Dalmatia north of t\
Xaronui River, with ;ho islands of tl:

Adriatic. She would also ask Southern A

bania and the port of Valona, which woul

give her the mastery of the Adriatic.

As to Turkey.

Al to Turkey only a soothsayer woul
venture to forecast Russia's claim t

Constantinople would probably be honore

without protest. The Russian capture o

Erzerum suggests that before the wa

end« all of Armenia, perhaps al! of Asi

Minor, including the upper valleys of th

Tigris and the Euphrates, will fall to Rus

sian armies, and in this case Russia wil

probably claim what »he hold?.
Franc« has long looked upon Syria, witl

the Lebanon district, as her own sphere o

influence. British occupation of Palestim
¦S a protection to Kgypt has been fre

quently discussed. Italy and Greece an

ri\al^ for the possession of a!' the .-..goal

shore from the mouth of the Dardanelles
to Rhodes, and Italy ha- laid claim tu the

-hore from Rhodes to the Gulf of Alexan-

dretta. As to Mesopotamia, the British
are patently attempting to set up the claim

of possession to the whole region as far

north as Bagdad.
Possible Dismemberment.

In «urn, the Allies plan to di-member
Turkey and partition the Osmanli terri¬

tory among them.-elve-. In almost any
settlement that it is poaaibl« to conceive.
short of Allied defeat, Russia will get
i oi.-tantinople and most of Armenia, since

it would be impossible to return thi«.
«tncken land to the Kurd and Turkish
butchers. But it is quite possible that thr
mutual jcalousie' of Italy, Ru*-ia, Prance
and Great Britain in the eastern en 1 of

the Mediterranean may make it impo.-sihlc
Ito divide the Turk's Asiatic estate and

Turkey will be continued M an Asiatic

power.

I here ha- alway.-i been a chance, a ha
chancea that Turkey, by making a -^paia

peace with the A Hie:\ might save Consta

tinople. The chanco remain»-, but it

.-.light. Indubitably the British and tl
Balkan «tates, notably Rumania, which
«¦till to be reckoned with, would prefer
see the Turk in Byzantium rather than
Hitne1-" the arrival of the Russian at tl

gates, of the Black Sea. But Russian sa

rinces iti the war have been so great 01

the. Russian millions form so necessary

portion of the armies, which the Allii

rely upon to wear out the Germans th¡
there is every reason to believe that Ru
-ia will he ah!« to fix her own reward
the \'«-ar East

Compromise?
Having set these two views side by sidi

do they offer any hope for compromise
Two weeks ago I discussed the po<sibi!it
of the elimination of Belgium from th
war by means of a separate treaty of peac
with Germany. Such an arrangeme:.' wa

.-ought by the Germans and fell througr
Conceivably ÍI might come, but only i

Belgium preferred to withdraw rathe
than endure the perils of a new invasion
this time by her friends.

Would France consent to modify her de

mandl as to Alsace-Lorraine? I do no

believe it, but the Germans, evidently be

Having otherwise, have, so the London cor

respondent of The Tribune reports, niadi
the proposal to cede certain Lorraine dis

trict»-. presumably the city of Metz and tht

French speaking communes about tha
town, and there is even the suggestior
that Alsace would be erected into an au

tonomous state. But the French believ«

that they can retake their lost province:
and that the nossc.-sion of them is the onlj
a* .ranee they can obtain against a new

(irrman attack in the future. They alsc

regard the reunion of Alsace-Lorraine to

Fiance as a moral duty.

The Lost Province«.

Believing that they can win back all of

the lost provinces, the French are not like¬

ly now to take .1 portion. They might
wai\e all claim Er indemnity, but this is

g remote consideration, anyway. On the
other hand, there is no reason to believe

that Germany would think of giving up
Alsace at the present moment. She holds
all but a tiny corner of it, and she holds
a portion of .Northern France e\en larger.

The .-»ijrrcnder of thc.-e provinces, p
Ing enormous economic value because
their mineral districts, could come onl
with complete defeat, an«) Germany is m
where near complet" «lefeat: -he ;; M

even beaten on the battlefield.

In the Hast

The situation is not different in th

F.., .. Russia will not cede Poland; Gei
many «annot agir«* to return to th*- ol
Condition without giving up the real priz
of the war for her.security on hr-

oa-tern frontier and the abolition f«>r Ion
? cars, at least, of the Pan-Slav peril. Bu
h.» is even less likely to consent to Bus

.-»¡an annexation of Galicia, becau-e thi

fortifies Russia's southeastern frontlet
and by bringing the Russians to I raw

threaten« the whole of Silesia and throw

the German military frontier behind th
Oder.

Compromise in the Balkans is only les

likely. Conceivably Serbia's allies eroull
ask for her only what she had when !hi

war broke out. but this would close th<
Austro-German road to Constantinople; i
would cut the Berlin-Constantinople-Bag
dad line, and it would block the way t<

German land expansion toward the Neai
Last. In reality it wuuld leave the rea

.victory of the war with the enemies ol

Germany, because the occa.-ion of the wai

was the Serbian incident, ami the iratM
of th«; war ha- been and remain»; the con

test between Teuton and Slav in thf.
Ualkans.

Old Riralries Remain.

If the Germans .should consent to a

peace whicli left Poland to the Russian.
and Serbia free and undiminished all the
tremendous sacrifices that they and the
Austrians ha\e made would have been in
vain and Germany would emerge from
the war shorn of all her colonies ami still
surrounded in Kurope by an iron circle of
enemies, whose frontiers closed all her
avenues to the outer world.
The truth is, then, that the différence!

which led to the present conflict, th«' ri¬

val ries whicli provoked the struggle, re¬

main. The Western war is fought out;

e\en the Germans concede this; and the
German »-uggestions of peace all recognize
that there must be here a return to the

¡conditions of 1914. But in the East there
are prizes in German hands which she
«must surrender if bhe would ha.e peace.

To surrender them i- nol merely to lots
\»ar; it is t'> lose for all time, as far as

i- possible to r-ec the chance to build
Teutonic empire in Kurope and Aria; i
i- to iurrender the Balkans and Asi
Miner to the Slav, just as she has boo

compelled to surrender the use of the sea

and Iwr colonies beyond the -ea* to th
British.
Germany Is not, m Tar .t« any "ne ea:

judge, at the point of complet« e\haustioi
and th« torn: thai are asked of her ar

the terms that are asked only of a natioi
that i* not defeated, but crushed. Vet t

obtain anything for her great sacrifice
Germany must hold permanently French
Russian or Serbian land?, leaving Bel

gium out of the count; this the unbeatet
Allies will not consent to. could not nov

consent to; hence there is no basis fo

peace. Som« of the issues of the wa

have been simplified, but none have beet

eliminated.

Hymns of Hate.

Vet, grave as are the obetaC-SS in th«

pathway of peace on the side of territoria

arrangements, there II an even more con

lideiable obstacle to be found in the preseni
temper of the enemies of Germany. Htm
il where the German method of conducting
the war has had its deepest effect. T<>-da\

the bitterness toward Great Britain ir

Germany has lost much of the fury thai
marked the era of the Hymn of Hate. IU
turning British prisoners report that Ger

many is no longer "strafing" the Britis'r
at all times. But the situation in Britair
i«= quite the oppM i.e.

No one who ha-« been In Great Britait
lately fails to report that there is in th«
whole country now a grin: and unmistaka¬
ble (ietermination to crush Germany, to
carry into Germany the campaign which

b) Zeppelins and submarines, has hen

brought to British shores and cities. Then
is a cold wrath which impresses all visi¬
tor«-, ami that cold wrath doM BOt mak«..
for peace, but against it. Nowhere is
there the smallest sign in quarters from
which stich ligns must come that the Brit-
:«h Would consider a peace discussion that
did not begin with the r» iteration of ths
situation before the war in Western Ku-

Fope, the return of Alsace Lonaii
Prance, the surrender of th« German Boat
and merchant marine to th«1 British and
the payment of indemnities which would
cripple the Germans for generations.
Great Britain ha* recogni.ed the (________

Bitterness Caused by
German Methods
a Serious Bar
to a Speedy
Settlement.
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challenge as a th I i » xisicr.e« and

-be is prepanntr to fa«-«» William II a ihe
face»! Napoleon.

In I ranee the difference i- eonsiderabie.
out the effect of tin French raffertng hi
unmistakable. France is fighting for her
existence. Her people believe to a man

that until Germany is thrust back and the
lost provinces restored there can be n».»

security for the future, and that i, c

Germany is now terriblj crippled then-

«rill be a new German invasion at i dig
tant time and new i ifferingi like tho?e

which the French knew in 1870 and know

'¦.on- in the devastated districts. The
French do not believe thai, any peaCO on

the basi" of bargain now would make for

real peace, They, like th» British, are

firmly convinced that only by decisive Ger¬
man defeat in tin- field can ther.- be at

tained » peaes that will stick, a>d they
have set their teeth an'l arc detcrmi

hold out for tha'. time.
Aj for Ru.-.-ia. ^iie will probably never

again have Prance end G eel Britain both

fighting for her gad oth aniinr her in th-
realization of her ege-long ambition t-.

hold Constantinople end carry Ht empir«-
lo the warm water. ¡"»he ha-« men, her
Allies furni-h money, lier resources OMS un-

limito»). If Germany is crushed Ru-?ian

iUpremacy on the Continent can hardly be
.hallengcd again by the Teutons for a c- R

ration, and by that turn Russian popula
lion will far exeeed (hat of Germany «and
Austria, s* far as to mak«- bes greater in

power than any European nation since the
fall of Rome. Present injurio and près
ent penis genre to determine Freud. M_

British attitudes; Russian policy follows
Russian aims with greater calmness besd
cipial tenacity.

The Resl ObsUcle.

DifèVcull as aie all the conflictir.tr inter¬

ests and ambitions, I believe there acuM
be peace ami no spring campaign, n

greatly do all the nations hate the thought
.ill, were there not among

;¦ \ it -Li- bitterness which ,1" i from
the application to their own territorio-» of
the German "terribleness." or both
France ami Britain the war

other war-; this ÍS the common 'r-uniony
«if ail Frenchmen. In Franca and in Groat
Britain there pre eme eiem
among millions of people, the belief that
there can be no safety or lecurity until th»
German policy has been wreeked on the
battlefield, until it ha- been tlemonrtratrd
that "tern m not pay m war.

arid that those who use it bring deStngC*
tion up«« their own country.

«Zeppelin raid», the destruction of «-ath«
drals end erl treasures, the nevei ending
story of "atrticttic-" thees have given
form and strength to the p!-«.»«Mit tamper
of the French and the British, rbeoi na¬

tion.-, do not yet laik of peace or think of
peace *ave at tht end of a struggle whicli
shall ha«e established certain things in the
world.

Conclusion
I am not seeking here to analyse, justify

or condone British end Preach tempers, i
am hen- concern« «i only with di eu tag
them a- they affect tho question of possi¬
ble peace. But they do affecl this di-vu«
üion; they are the chief obetadCB, an»i there
¡I BO apparent way in which a .'b.angc can

l»e had without a MW campaign and an
other six months of -truggle. If th».
French and British Cannot m that tine'
accomplish their ends, conceivably their
own bitterness will diminish, as ha» thr
German, ami an exb.au »teil Europe will
come to the discus-ion of peace, forgetting
passion and ambition in its wcarinos.
But this time is not yet. and nowhere out-
sids of Germany, where the French and
British temper ¡.- not understood i* thcr«;
any talk of peace.

To me the most a ,l««ni.-ning thing in the
ergosnt situation is the fact that the Ger¬
man doe- not now seem to have the least
comprehension of the state of mind uf
those who are fighting him. IE ran. not
understand why they will not talk of »>eaee

wh.'n he offers term- that are at the least
generous on the face of the present battle
lines. But the reason is not merely found
in the fact that the Allies expect to win;
it i» found in the reaction to German poli
cíes and methods of making war as they
have been revealed in Belgium, France and
Great Britain and described to the non-

1 Teutonic world. ¥


